
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library 
is an exciting early literacy initiative 
now available in Bendigo, giving 
children the chance to reach their  
full potential.

Every month until their fifth birthday, children receive a high quality, 
age-appropriate book, each especially chosen by experts in childhood 
education. While building a lasting love of books, the program gives 
the children a better chance to start school with the skills needed to 
succeed.

How the Imagination Library began
Dolly Parton has always been aware of the importance of reading and 
writing. Growing up in the hills of East Tennessee, she saw first hand 
the lifelong struggles some of her friends and family faced as a result 
of illiteracy. Dolly’s vision was to foster a love of reading from an early 
age by providing children with a monthly book. In 1996, she launched 
the Imagination Library in her home country, delivering books directly 
to children’s homes. In doing so, she gave children the chance to 
experience the magic of stories and to develop an early love of reading, 
regardless of their family’s income.

The story so far 
Since its inception, the Imagination Library has reached 
more than 1 million children across the United Kingdom, the 
United States, Canada and now Australia. Statistics show 
the program greatly improves early childhood literacy, which 
is why we are excited to have the program available now 
across the Bendigo region.

www.bendigoreads.com.au

PMS 1807 RED
PMS 432 GREY
PMS 142 GOLD



Give children in the Bendigo 
community the skills  they need 
to read, learn and succeed.

A lifelong impact
Research shows that almost 90% of children who are poor readers in  
Year 1 remain poor readers in Year 4. Sadly, these children are less likely to 
complete school, and more likely to fall into poverty later in life.
Early intervention is critical, with children acquiring early literacy skills 
from birth. The Imagination Library supports children to learn these 
vital skills, including how to identify letters, numbers and shapes, story 
comprehension, and how to handle books. With your help, we can ensure 
no child in Bendigo starts behind.

Spread the love of reading!
Supporting Bendigo’s Imagination Library is a powerful way to make 
lasting change in the lives of the most vulnerable children in the Bendigo 
community. Each child enrolled in the program receives a book every 
month until they turn five. Parents and carers also receive advice on how 
to bring stories to life, and on how to extend the language and learning 
from each text. 

To find out more or donate to Imagination 
Library Bendigo visit  
bendigoreads.com.au/imaginationlibrary  
or email andycoldwell55@iinet.net.au


